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PRESS RELEASE – Embargoed until …6.55 a.m. Wednesday 16th May 2007…

HRH Prince William of Wales, becomes Royal Patron of the Mountain Rescue England & Wales 

– Great news for the Lake’s Teams

The Lake District Search and Mountain Rescue Association (LDSAMRA) welcomes today’s announcement from Clarence House.  HRH Prince William of Wales has accepted the invitation to be the Royal Patron of the Mountain Rescue Council England & Wales.  The Prince has maintained a keen interest in mountain rescue following his recent period with one of the mountain rescue teams during a gap period.  The Prince has now included mountain rescue along with his other two charity commitments, President of the Royal Marsden Cancer Charity and Royal Patron to the Tusk Trust which he supports following his gap year in Africa.  

Timing is particularly relevant as this announcement is in advance of the 2008, 75th anniversary celebrations of the UK’s voluntary mountain rescue service.  This will undoubtedly raise the profile of Mountain Rescue, raise safety awareness and maintain a necessary flow of funding through voluntary donations from the public.

Tremendous news for all mountain rescue teams throughout the United Kingdom but particularly good news for the teams of England and Wales.  Prince William has indicated that he wishes to become actively involved rather than just become a patron in name.  What will this mean for our region?  We believe that Prince William’s royal patronage will give our volunteers the recognition they deserve and build on  the very good relationships we have with the police, the military air crews, the ambulance service, the air ambulance service, the maritime coastguard agency and the RNLI.  

Richard Warren

Secretary LDSAMRA

16 May 2007

Notes to Editors: 

The Lake District Search and Mountain Rescue Association is a registered charity and is the umbrella organisation for the 12 teams serving the Lake District.  Its primary role is to act as a forum for sharing best practice within the region and a focus for mountain rescue communications between the national body and the individual teams.  In addition to the 12 member teams, the Police, Ambulance Service, Fire and Rescue, RAF and Air Ambulances are represented at the association meetings.   There are approximately 450 team members amongst the 12 teams of Cumbria and the cost of providing the service is through voluntary donations from the general public. Team members are all volunteers who give up their time to help those in need.

· 12 Mountain Rescue Teams serve the Cumbrian communities. The 12 teams include Cumbria Ore Mines Rescue Unit and SARDA (Lakes) search dogs

· there are 450 unpaid volunteer professionals, normally 40 per team.  In addition there are the 14 SARDA (Lakes) search dogs that serve primarily the local teams but are also on call for the rest of the UK  

· it costs between £30,000 and £50,000 each year to cover the cost of running a team

· team members are on call 24 hours a day, 365 days a year

· last year the Lake District teams responded to 396 incidents and rescued 500 injured or lost climbers and walkers.  Of these, sadly there were 18 deaths, 9 were reported as 'collapsed' with medical problem, mainly heart related.
For further details please contact:

Richard Warren

Secretary LDSAMRA

rawarren@freenetname.co.uk
019467 85682 (work)

01946 62176 (home)

Chairman LDSAMRA, John Dempster MBE – 01900 85649 (Home) 

For comment from Mountain Rescue England & Wales - Chairman David Allan FRCS – 01229585154 (Home)

Prince William’s other charities:-

http://www.tusk.org/index.asp?pageid=53&page=53
http://www.royalmarsden.nhs.uk/rmh/info/newsevents/pressreleases/pr040507









