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	Wasdale Mountain Rescue Team 

	Competency Assessment Package No.14 – Helicopter Operations



	Team Member Name:



	Assessment Criteria - Standard Level

The Team Member must be able to:
	Date Passed
	Assessor Name
	Assessor Signature

	1. Pre-requisites
	
	
	

	There is no pre-requisite training
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	2. Knowledge Criteria
	
	
	

	2.1. Choosing a landing site day and night. 
	
	
	

	2.2. Use of flares, smoke and other signals
	
	
	

	2.3. Dangers when approaching and leaving the aircraft
	
	
	

	2.4. Full safety briefings as per RAF syllabus (the Dry Run) 
	
	
	

	2.5. The transportation of casualties, rescue personnel and equipment
	
	
	

	2.6. Winching of stretchers and personnel
	
	
	

	2.7. Use during search operations
	
	
	

	2.8. Working with helicopters at night – night vision goggles and precautions we take
	
	
	

	2.9. Radio Communications 
	
	
	

	3. Observation Criteria
	
	
	

	3.1. Safely entered and exited the aircraft while on the ground
	
	
	

	3.2. Safely winched to/from the aircraft
	
	
	

	3.3. Safely stood by while winching operations take place
	
	
	

	3.4. Making area secure prior to arrival of helicopter
	
	
	

	3.5. Wearing appropriate safety helmet and clothing for helicopter transportation 
	
	
	

	3.6. Handling rucksacks into / around the cabin
	
	
	


	Assessment Criteria  - Advanced Level


	Date Passed
	Assessor Name
	Assessor Signature

	4. Pre-requisites
	
	
	

	Completed pre-requisite training?


	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	5. Knowledge Criteria
	
	
	

	5.1. The assessment of the need and usefulness of a helicopter for a particular incident
	
	
	

	5.2. The method of obtaining a helicopter
	
	
	

	5.3. Deployment of the team for rescues involving the use of a helicopter
	
	
	

	5.4. Radio Communications and the use of the clock positions to bring a helicopter into the site
	
	
	

	5.5. The role of Stick Leader
	
	
	

	5.6. Load capacity, endurance and operating conditions of types of aircraft (dictated by crew at time of the incident)
	
	
	

	5.7. Use of the high line for assisting operations
	
	
	

	6. Observation Criteria
	
	
	

	6.1. Calling up the helicopter on ECC and then channel 24a  
	
	
	

	6.2. Bringing in helicopter using smoke / hand signals 
	
	
	

	6.3. Bringing a helicopter in using the ‘clock’ positions 
	
	
	

	6.4. Briefing team members prior to flying 
	
	
	

	6.5. Briefing members of the public prior to entering the aircraft or being winched on safety issues 
	
	
	

	6.6. Accompanying members of the public on a double strop 
	
	
	

	6.7. Leading a small group entry and deployment 
	
	
	

	6.8. Acting as Stick leader and taking on the necessary role next to the pilot / co-pilot
	
	
	

	6.9. Able to identify key landing sites and accident black spots from the air – directing the pilot from up front to a specific location 
	
	
	

	6.10. Managing the use of a high line to 
assist winching operations
	
	
	


	Wasdale Mountain Rescue Team 

	Competency Assessment Package No.14 – Helicopter Operations

	Training - Key Points:

	1. The decision to use a helicopter will depend on seriousness of injury / medical diagnosis, speed of evacuation required, weather conditions i.e. wind, cloud, snow and icing. Also can be considered as an asset for searching. 

	2. RAF/ RN helicopters must be requested through the police.  Air Ambulance can be requested through Ambulance Control or through direct access number for Great North air ambulance.

	3. Finding an acceptable landing site is very important – surface of terrain, wind direction, surrounding obstructions and suitable approaches / escape routes 

	4. The Sea King has a capacity of up to 17 persons but would normally lift up to 5 or 6 persons at a time depending on fuel loading, weather conditions.  Organisation of skills and resources for the first lift is extremely important

	5. Anticipate high wind speeds (40mph) in approaching arc and up to 70 mph behind the helicopter

	6. The helicopter crew will be listening into the emergency calling channel (ECC) until they need to communicate with the team on the ground and then will transfer to ‘air to ground’ (channel 24a).

	7. If carrying a climbing helmet, always wear it when operating in and around helicopters

	8. When operating at night helicopters are on NVG and torches should be switched off or shone onto the ground to avoid dazzling. Do not use your torch inside the cabin.

	9. Only approach the helicopter when you get a positive signal from the crew – at night they may flash the landing lights to indicate it’s safe to come to the door.

	10. Safe approach for a Sea King is from the 10 o’clock position to around the 3 o’clock position – never go near the tail rotor and don’t approach the area swept by the rotor blade from the up uphill side

	11. Don’t ever clip into a line which is fixed to the helicopter – only use the lifting strop which is passed over the head and shoulders and then up under the arms and tightened.

	12. General rule is first in is last out so organise the group and gear accordingly – take up as seat in the cabin as directed by the crew – fasten seat belt and hang onto your gear unless it is stored at the back – switch off mobile phones

	13. Equipment and rucksacks can be connected in multiples directly onto the cable end hook – this would also apply to half stretchers when attached to their pack frames

	14. When exiting a helicopter just reverse the procedure – sometimes it is safer to adopt a crouching position on the ground upon exit and wait for the helicopter to move away from you – the crew will advise by hand signals on their preference – watch his eyes 
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